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Heine, Erich 

born 11 September 1919 

in Dorpat, Estonia 



Personal History 

I, Erich Heine, was born on 11 September 1919 in Dorpat, Eston 
as the son of the piano technician Oskar Heine. I attended school 
from 1928 to 1940. I was arrested by the Communists in 1940 be- 
cause of anti-Soviet activities. Thanks to interstate agreements 
between Germany and Russia, ethnic Germans were resettled. I be- 
longed to this group and was transferred as a prisoner to Germany, 
where my parents had already been resettled. In 1941 I joined the 
Wehrmacht as a volunteer. In 1943 I attended the officer' candidate 
school in Bad Tolz. In 1944, I was buried by an avalanche during 
the fighting at Darpot and became a prisoner of war. In 1945, I 
escaped from a prisoner-of-war camp, but was recaptured after one- 
and a half months. In 1946, I escaped the second time from cap- 
tivity and fought as a partisan against the Soviets until 1950. 

In 1950 I was recaptured and sentenced to forced labor by a ver- 
dict pronounced in my absence. On 26 November 1956 I was handed 
over to the West German authorities as a German prisoner of war. 
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